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1 COR. xv. 19. 


| If m this Life only We have Hope in Chriſt, 
Me are of all Men moſt miſerable. 


a Motive to their Steadineſs in the Chriſtian Faith, 

ives the Corinthians a Summary of that Doctrine 
which He had Preach'd among them, not without 
talking Notice of that Authority by which He Preach'd. 
I deliver d to you firſt of all, ſays He, That which J alſo re- 
4 ceiv'd, how that Chriſt died for our fins according to the 
I Scriptures, i.e. | have given you the ſame Truths which T 
had receiv'd from Heaven before, and have Preached to 
you the Sufficiency of that Sacrifice which has been of- 
fer d for Sin in the Death of Jeſus Chrif, ſuch a Sacri- 
fice, as without which the Sins of a guilty World could 
never have been remitted, and conſequently without 
which, Salvation could never have been attained. 

Again, I have delivered to Jou, that, the ſame Feſus 
Who died was Buried, and that He roſe again the Third 
Day according to the Scriptures. Where, by the Scri- 
ptures which He refers to, I don't underſtand the Wri- 
$ tings of the Evangeliſts, and that Hiſtory which they 
give of the Death, Burial, and Reſurrection of Chriſt ; 
for at the Time of St. Pauls Writing this Epiſtle, ſome 
of the Goſpels were not written at all, and thoſe which 


| I: The Beginning of this Chapter the Apoſtle, as 


were written were of ſo ſmall an Age, that their Autho- 


j rity was yet to be clear d to the World by the ſame Me- 
thods, as that General Doctrine Preach'd by the Apoſtles 


Ver. 3. 


Ver, 4. 


was; but by the Scriptures I underſtand the Books of 15 


the Old Teſtament, by which the Apoſtles demonſtrated 
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to all Perſons the Truth of Chriſt's Meſtabſhip, and the 
Neceſlity of his Death, Burial, and Reſurrection in par- 
ticular, That He might fill up the Character of the true 
Meſſias, according to thoſe things which had been pre- 
dicted of him there: For all Pretences to bring the glad 
Tidings of Salvation to a periſhing World, had been vain 
and impertinent, had not all which was delivered by the 
Preachers been dictated by the ſame Spirit, and agree- 
able to the Declarations of Moſes and the Prophets. 
When St. Paul mentions the Reſurrection of Chriſt, He 
Inſiſts ſo far upon it as to ſhew, That the Truth of the 
whole Chriſtian Faith depended upon that ; Chriſt had died 
in vain, the Reality of his Death had been Confirm'd 
by his Burial to no purpoſe, if He had not riſen again; 
He had been no greater than our Modern Unitarians 
make him, the Son of God only by a Figure, the true 
- Meſlias not at all; his Death no more an Attoneing Sacri- 
fice for Sin, than that of any innocent Infant, if He 
had not had Life in Himſelf, if He had not riſen again 
from the Dead by his own A as well as his Fathers: 
And this Doctrine St. Paul preſſes the more Home both 
on the Corinthians and others, both becauſe the Fews who 
endeavoured, with a Malicious Induſtry, to hinder the 
Progreſs of the Goſpel, Denied the Reſurrection of Chriſt 
in Particular, attempting to abuſe the World with that 


ſenſeleſs Story, That He had been ſtill in the Grave where  « 


they had laid Him, but that His Diſciples came and ſtole 
him away by Night, while the Guard ſlept. And becauſe 
there were ſome who denied that there was any Reſur- 
rection at all, with whom Ne argues, unanſwerably, in 
the following Parts of the Chapter. 
Now, to Occur to both theſe Errours, the 4poſile 
proves the Truth of our Saviour s Neſurrection, not only 
n by the Scriptures ——= that Thus it was written, and that | 
5 f 
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? thus it behoved the Chriſt to Suffer, and to Riſe from the 
Dead the Third Day—— but, by a great many Eye- 
2 Witneſſes ; and therefore He tells them, that Chriſt ap- 
7 pear'd firſt to Cephas, then to the Twelve, After that 
* He was ſeen of above Five Hundred Brethren at once, 
* After that He was ſeen of James, then of all the Apoſtles 
| again, and many of theſe were Witneſſes ſtill living, and 
not only ſteady in the Affection of what they had ſeen, 
but every Day ready to lay down their Lives in Confir- 
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e mation of this Truth; — And /aft of all, ſays He, He was Lak. xxin 
e ſeen of me alſo, as of One born out of due time.— And now, If 5, 6, 7, % 
d 2! every Truth was to be Eſtabliſhed by the Mouth of Two or Three 

d *! Witneſſes, Who, but Men of an unaccountable Obſtinacy, 
could oppoſe any thing to the Teſtimony of ſo many 
ling, pious, ſober, and really irreprovable Witneſſes ? 

8 After this the 4poſtle brings the Matter more cloſe to 
the Corinthians, ſince it was among themſelves that ſome 

e | were found, Who ſaid there was no Reſurrection at all. ver. 187 
IT 7 He then argues, © If there be no Reſurrection of the 

': 7} © Dead, then No Body at all Can riſe, If it be Im- 

h * poſſible that any ſhould Riſe, then Chrift is not Riſen ; 

o And if Chriſt is not Riſen, then He's not the Meſfas 

e He pretended to be, but a Cheat and Impoſtor, and 

t all our Preaching is vain, and your Faith is vain, for 

Et % we Preach and you truſt in a Saviour who is no Sa- 

© © yiourat all. Therefore, as He adds, We appear plain- 

e 1* ly to be falſe Witneſſes, atteſting that of God which is not 


true, for We have teſtify'd of God, that He has rais d up 
* Chriſt, and upon that Foundation, We have endeavour- 
n ed to make You Believe in him as fo rais d, but God 

hat not, cannot have raiſed him at all, if the Dead riſe 
t |< wot at all, or if there be no Reſurrection. | 
Y I !be great End of our Belief in Chriſt is, that through 
t him we may obtain Remiſſon of our Sins, We believe He 
2 


has. 


* 
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has purchaſed that Remiffion for us by the fhedding of 
his own moſt precious Blood; and We doubt not but 
that if our Faith in Chriſt is ſound and ſteadfaſt, Our 
Sins are really done away, ſo as the Guilt of them ſhall 
never be charged upon Us, by the Merits of his Death 
and Paſſion; and with this Confidence we Comfort our 
felves under the Preſence of the preſent Life; but if- 
Chriſt be not riſen, all this Hope and Confidence is no 
better than down-right Madneſs: Alas ! Our Condition's 
as bad as it was before we Believed, We are yet in our Sins, 
We lie under ſo dreadful a Guilt, that We muſt bear what 
ever Puniſhment an Infinite Angry Being can inflict upon 
Us; and not only We, who are yet alive, are without 
any Mediatour to Interpoſe between Eternal Vengeance 
| and Us, but a// thoſe who are fallen aſleep, thoſe who have 
| died a Natural Death in the Profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt, 
| and thoſe who have died by the Cruelty of Perſecutours, 
| deaatter all their gay Hopes of Happineſs, have really pe- 
riſh'd for Ever. A 2» 0 
The Words of the Text are a Conclufron drawn from 
what the Apoſtle had faid before, and an Introduction 
into his following Arguments, whereby He demonſtrates 
the Truth and Certainty of the Reſurrection. If in 
this Liſe only we have Hope in Chriſt, We are of al Men 
wit be — There's Nothing in the Words that 
needs Explication, I ſhall therefore Obſerve from them 
2 - Ao „ 
1. That all Religion in General is ſupported by a certain 
Hepe of * 5 255 __ 
II. That Th) e Mh Profeſs the Chriſtian Religion in 
Partirulur are ſupported only by Hope in Chriſt. 
III. That the Chriſtians Hope in Chriſt has a Peculiar 
Reſpet to the Reſurrection to Eternal Life, and Glory by. © 
and through him. 3 1 
| IV. That 


* 
* 
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FVV. That without ſuch a Hope in Him, the Chriſtian is 
it © the moſt miſerable of al Mankind. 

ir I. A Religion in General is ſupported by a certain Hope 
III of Happineſs. Mankind fallen from their State of Inno- 
h 3+ cence, are not generally fo. far ſtupify'd but that they 
r have ſome Senſe of the Exiftence of a: God, and of their 
ann Miſery; Their Senſe of theſe things fills them 
with abundance of Fears; In their Jnnocent State they 
were obliged to Worſhip and Obey their Maker becauie 
He did them Good; In their fallen State they are 


it under the fame Obligations that He may divert Evil 
n from them, and not puniſh them as He can and 
yt They have deſervd. Now this Worſhip and this Obe- 
e dience, when put into any Form, or regulated by any 
e particular Scheme, whether by particular Men or whole 
„ Þ Societies for their own Uſe, is Religion; and this Reli- 
5, Lion is of ſeveral kinds, according to the different Schemes 


f Worſhip or Obedience, which different Perſons or Socie- 
tis preſcribe to themſelves. x 
All the World is convinced that Iunocent Man was, 


n and always muſ} have been happy in the Favour and 
s 1 Fruition of his Maker, for as a Being infinitely perfett 
„ _ could never make any thing but what was Good, ſo ſuch: 
„ © heing could not but Love what He had ſo made, and 
t He could not change or withdraw his Love from what 


had been created Good, unleſs its Nature was Corrupted 
and fo became diſagreeable to the Nature of its Maker. 
+ Man was fo corrupted by Sin, but a Senſe of his Cor- 
_ 2 ruption, as it made him apprehenſive of Puniſhment, fo 
„ it made him not only defirous to eſcape that; but, if it 

might be poſſible, to retrieve that Happineſs again which 
r +» He was excluded from by Sin; He knew He deſerved 
„ God's Hatred, but He heartily wiſh'd for his Love, and 
therefore, ſo far as He was able to Govern his owt 
t jj Thovghts 
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in the World: He was ſure that He muſt ſtill Worſhi 
i _ -that God whom He had Offended, and Obey him wit 
hg the utmoſt Exactneſs, againſt whoſe Preſcription He had 
before treſpaſs d, to the ruin of himſelf and his Poſterity. © 
1 If Pardon were not to be obtain d, Deſperate Mankind + 
would never trouble themſelves about Obedience or Ado» 
rations due to God: They'd know, that what God would © 
have them to do, they muſt do in ſpite of all their Relu - 
ctance againſt his Will; but, as for any voluntary and 
chearful Service, for any Acknowledgments of his Good- 
neſs in giving them a Being and preſerving them in it; 
for any Honour or Adorations, any Supplications or Pray- | 
ers to be made, as they'd be ſure they were to no purpoſe, 
ſo ſuch things would never enter into their Thoughts. 
And this is the Condition of the fallen Angels, thex 
know their Crimes are Irremiſſible, that there's no Poſ- 
ſibility of Redemption for them from thoſe eternal Chains 
of Darkneſs which they are now confin'd to; What God 
Commands them they 4e, becauſe they can't reſiſt his 
Will, what Evils they are permitted to do, they do 
them with the utmoſt Eagerneſs, only that they may * 
ſhew that Hatred which they have againſt all the Work- 
manſhip of God. And while thoſe Bleſſed Spirits who | 
have been preſerved in their firſt State by the Power of 
their Maker, are employ'd in ſinging Hallelujabs to him © 
who Lives for Ever and Ever, theſe wretched Spirits | 


ſpend themſelves in nothing but endleſs Curfings of their 
Creator and themſelves, and never offer up ſo much as a 
ſingle Wiſh for that Happineſs which they have loſt, 
and which, by their continued Rebellions, they'd ren- 
der, if it might be, more irrecoverable. 05 

But a Pitying God, upon very different Reaſons, re- 
veald his Mercy to Mankind; for the preſent * af 
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deſerv'd Punſhiment, and the Promiſe. of future: Happis 
7 neſs in a Meſſfas, being made knoun to Adam, was by 
him equally Imparted to all his Children; and by them 
to all their Poſterity wherever diſperſed through the 
World. By this Revelation a total Deſpair was prevent- 
ed; And, when a glympſeè of Hope appear'd to poor 
deſpondent Creatures, they were ready to make uſe of 
the moſt likely means to attone their God; Hence they 
came to offer up Sacriffſces of Creatures which had Life 
to God, and Expreſsd, by that Action, the Expecta- 
tion they had of an A ſullicient Propitiation to be one 
Day made for them; And when thoſe, whoſe Hearts God 
bad touch d, obſerv'd the growing Depravation 7 their 
3 Brethren, though they had before contented them 

with Family Religion, or a Pri vate Method of Divine Mor- 
ſbip wherein none met but Cobatiting Relations ; then, as 


ſelves: 


a Means to Retrieve the Honour of God, and to remind 


* them again of their better Hopes, they - ſettled among 
* themſelves a Method of publick ſolemn Worſhip, by di- 
+ ftinguiſhed Officers in Numerous Congregations : which was 
about the time that Enos was born to Seth the Son of 


Adam, and this 1 take to be the Meaning of Moſes in that 


Tho'l know that ſeveral of the Fewiſh Rabbins, 
and particularly Maimonides, puts another Conſtruction 


upon the Words. 


But thus Men were brought to underſtand that their 
leſt Happineſs might be recoverd again; And hence, 


| notwithſtanding the ſtrange Encreaſe of Ignorance, yet 
the Nature and Tendency of the Soul was very obvious 
to all, and therefore by the card Shew of Religion, (for 
the Heart in theſe Caſes is Inſcrutable,) they made known 


to One Another their Hopes of it; And though their 
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Schemes of Worſhip were very different and every parti- 
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Then began Men to call upon the Name of the Gen. iv. 
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cular Society valued their own beyond that of any Others, 
yet None of them ever queſtion'd but that the general 
Defign of them al was the ſame ; and itimay be all their 
Pleas were alike good, except in the Holy Line, till 
ſuch time as God gave his Laws, in a more peculiar 
Manner, to the Seed of Jacob, and perſected that rougher 


Model in that Light and Truth which was made known to 


Mankind by the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, and this brings us 


tothe 


Second Obſervation. That Thoſe who Profeſs the Chri- 
ſtian Religion in particular, are Supported only by Hope in 
Chriſt. Where, if we conſider Matters rightly, We muſt 
confeſs, that the Religion of truly pious Men was always the 
ſame; and though ſuch, from the Beginning of the 
World, were not call'd Chriſtians, yet they really were 
Chriſtians. A Chriſtian has his Name from Believing in 
Chriſt ſo as to depend upon Him only for Salvation ; 
And ſuch a One was Adam, whofe Faith was fixt in, and 
whoſe Hope depended upon that Seed of the Woman who 
was to Break the Serpent's Head; Such were Abel, Seth, 
and Enoch, and the reſt, who, before the Flood, kept 
cloſe to the Service of the true God. So again, Abraham 
and the ſucceeding Patriarchs Believed in that Seed in 


which it was promiſed that all the Nations of the Earth 


ſhould be Bleſſed, and that Seed was Chriſt. 

As the Sacrifices, and all the Orders of Divine Service 
before the Law, had a particular Regard to this Promiſed 
Seed, fo all the Typical Ceremonies appointed by the Law 
of Moſes had a more direct and obvious Relation to him: 
So that as the promisd Meſſias was the Object of their 
Faith, the Reconciliation to be made between God: and Man 
by his Merits, was the Ground of their Hope. So the 
Original Fews and thoſe that were Proſelytes to their 


Law, could no oftener aſſiſt at their Stated Devot ions 


and 
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and Sacrifices, but it muſt put them in Mind of 7hat 
Neſſias in whom they Believ d, and through whom their 
Hope was kept alive. * 
4 ow this ſame Chriſt, the Shiloh, the Promis'd Seed, 
* wasexXhibited to the World in the Fulne/s of Time; And 


3 as He did, and as He ſufer'd according to the Ancient 


Predictions of Him, and according to the ExpeCtation 
of thoſe who truſted in him before his Incarnation, ſo, 
upon the Agreement of Actions and Sufferings with thoſe 
Prophecies, Thoſe to whom Jeſus, now having appear'd, 
was Preach'd, and to whom He was Prov'd to be the 
Meſſias, either by Miracles or Diſcourſes, Recciv'd him 
as their Saviour, Believ d in him as able to make good 
that Character; and as He, for the 1 of 
their Faith, had been rait d from the Dead, ſo their Hope 
and Confidence that He would Save all them to the uttermoſt 
who ſhould come to God by Him, made them not aſham'd; 
But as the Hope of the Eldeſt Patriarchs and of the Lat- 
ter Pious and Faithful Jews, ſo the Hopes of thoſe who 
embraced the Goſpel of Chriſt, could not be ſhaken by 
any * or Artifice of the Enemies of Humane Hap- 
ineſs. 

: The Ancients then were Chriſtians indeed, thoſe Who 
Believed in Chriſt, now made Fleſh and Executing his Of- 
fice, were Chriſtians indeed, and in Name and Title too ; 
The Former had the moſt Difficulties in point of A, 
* ſarance to Contend with, becauſe they look'd upon 
thiogs at a diſtance, which, on that Account, appeard 
Dark and Obſcure: The Latter had the greater Dif- 
ficulties to get the Maſtery of in point of Perſeverance; 
becauſe the Devil who had not been able to diſcern 
the Nature and Power of the Promisd Meſſias before, 
Now He came to know his Perſon, and to feel his Pow- 
er, Exerted his Malice againſt Him, and his Gracious 
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Deſign, and his happy Followers with the moſt Indefa- 
tigable Aſſiduity and Vigour. - But ſtill Thoſe did, and 
Theſe do Hope in and Depend upon him, and Him only, 
for whatſoever Good they are Capable of. | 

For, True and Sound Religion only is true Wiſdom, 
and as the embracing ſuch Religion either argues a Va- 
tural or an Tnfus'd Sagacity, ſuch as ariſes from the 

Conſtitution of the Perſon, or from the Grace of God, ſo 
thoſe who did addict themſelves moſt to the Conduct 
of ſound Religion, grew moſt in Grace and in real and 
uſeful Knowledge. Thus the Members of the Church be- 
tore the Flood underſtood their own loſt Condition by 
Sin better than the reſt of the Uuthinking World; The 
Poſterity of Abraham by Iſaac were wiler than their. 
Neighbours, and grew ſo, as thoſe before them did, by 
means of thoſe Revelations which God made of him- 
ſelf to them; And from the Days of our Savicur's Con- 
verſe upon Earth. Not many Great, not many Noble, not 
many Wiſe are cald, yet thoſe who are Effectualliy Call a, 
by acting agreeably to their Holy Calling, grow Wiſe, 
and improve in Underltanding. They are not, it may 
be, Worldly Politicians nor acute Philoſophers, but they 
know Chriſt and him Crucified, whom pretended Philo- 
ſophers and profound Politicians aud Stateſmen are gene- 
rally Unacquainted with. 

Thoſe who are Religiouſly Wiſe, as they know 
Chriſt, fo they know themſelves beſt, and Conlequent- 
ly, they are ſure they can have no Ground of Hope 
in and of themſelves. They know themſelves to be 
miſerable Sinners, and their Ged to be a Pure and 
Holy Being who cannot endure Sin; They know 
that it is not in themſelves to Direct their own 
Way, or to Cleanſe themſelves from that Guilt 
which they are tainted with. That it's God alone who 

can 
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can turn their Herts, that it's He alone who can take 
away their Sins, and juſtify them from all thoſe ter- 
rible Puniſhments which the Law of rigid Juſtice would 
* inflict on them, therefore they look without themſelves, 


and what is their Hope? Truly their Hope is only in 


# Chriſt: They are taught by the Rules of, Sound feli 
Lion to look up to Vim, Who was Holy, Hurmleſs, 
and Undefil'd, though themſelves are Sinners; Who is 
Powerful, though themſelves are Weak, Who is touch d 
uith a Senſe of our Infirmities, though they are many, 
and being appointed by his Father to be the great Me- 
diatour between himſelf and us, is, by Him, made to 
as many as Love Him, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs Santt i- 
Ication and Redemption. Such a Saviour We may Hope 
in, and by ſo Doing, may Attain the End of our Hope 
even the Salvation of our Souls; which is the Subſtance 
of our 
Third Obſervation, viz. That the Chriſtians Flope in 
Chriſt has a Peculiar Reſpect to the Reſurreflion to Eter- 
XZ nal Life and Glory through Him. Death, both Tempo- 
ral and Eternal, is the proper Wages of Sin; but Death 


Eternal is called the Second Death, not as if in that 


the Soul and Body ſhould be for ever ſeparated One 


from Another, in which Separation Natural Death Con- 


ſiſts; but becauſe there will then be an Eternal Se- 
paration between the Soul and God, and that Hope of 
= Happineſs which, before Death, it may in ſome Mea- 
7 ſure be ſupported by; that Hope indeed dies for ever: 
* And even Amnnihilation it ſelf, however deſirous a- Sin- 
ner, condemn'd by his own Conſcience, might be of 
it, is a Blelling too great to be obtain'd : ſuch a Blet- 


7 fing as the Soul never dreams of, becauſe it is Infallibly 


allur'd it's impoſſible to be attained. God is never ſo 
far reconcil'd to a Sinner dying Obſtinate” and Impe- 


nitent, 
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nitent, as to put an End to tho Puniſhments He 
has brought upon his own Head, by bringing him to 
Nothing. | 
But notwithſtanding this Second Death, the Body and 
Soul of the greateſt Sinner ſhall be re- united at the ge: 
-neral Reſurrection as well as thoſe of the Zolyeſt Saints 
and Martyrs. For We muſt all appear at the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt, there to give an Account of what we haue 
done in the Fleſh, whether it be Good or whether it le 
Evil. The Sinner is no more capable of feeling thoſe 2 
everlaſting Fires prepared for the Devil and his Angels, 
unleſs He's raiſed from the Death of Nature at the laſt 
Day, than without being ſo raiſed, Ihe Pious and Ho- 
ly Man can receive the Kingdom prepared for him from 
the beginning of the World. . 
That the Jews had a Notion of the Reſurrection is 
very plain from a great Number of Paſſages in Davids 
Pſalms; From the Declaration of Fob, when under the 
greateſt Agonies of his Sufferings : From the remar- RF * 
kable Expreſſions of Eleazar, and the Holy Mother, and 
Seven pious Sons who died by ſuch exquiſite Torments 
under the Tyranny of Antiochus, from the Declaration of 
Martha when ſhe went to meet the Bleſſed Jeſus after 
the Death of her Brother Lazarus; and from that Zeal 3" 
which the Phariſees ſhewed in the Jewiſh Council to * 
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Defend St. Paul when He had told them that He jj 
was called in Queſt ion for the Hope of the Reſurrection 
the Dead, and calls it elſewhere, The Hope of 
their Fathers. But whether the Hope of any Reſurre- 
lion at all did not depend entirely upon the coming 
the Meſſias? may be no improper or impertinent 
Queſtion, 1 
| muſt Conſeſs it's my Opinion that it does; ſor 
it had been eaſy with Almighty God to have per- 
mitted 
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4 mitted al} Mankind as Sinners, at the Concluſion of 
their appointed Time of Continuance here, to have 


ſunk Bodies and Souls immediately into everlaſting 


9 


! 


4 


Torments, and fo have ſuperſeded the Neceſſity of a 


Reſurrection. But the Merciful Determination of the 


Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt toward Mankind, 
® muſt have been coeval with his Vill to create Man, en- 
dued with ſuch Mental and Corporeal Powers as He 
in time beſtow'd upon Him, 7. e. It muſt have been 
Eternal; and Conlequently, both the Neceſſity of a 
RNeſurrection of dying Mankind, and the Means of bring- 
ing that Reſurrection to paſs, muſt have been founded 
in that Pre- determination. And fo Chriſt, the Meſſias, 
coming into the World, according to the Original Will 
of himſelf, his Father, and the Bleſſed Spirit, brought 
the certain Knowledge of Life and Immortality into- the 
World. For tho particular Favourites of God, both a- 
mong the Fews and Others, might have peculiar and. 
unqueſtionable Notices of this Reſurrection given them, 
yet they were taught to expect it only; by that Meſſias 


whoſe Day they ſaw ſo long before, and though the 


jf Generality of thoſe People whoſe Religious Schemes Drew 


near to, or were Borrow'd from thoſe of the Fews, expected 
it from the ſame Hand; And though Several were rais'd' 


from the Dead by the Prophets before the Coming of our 
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Saviour, and by himſelf during his own Life, Who died 


4 again afterwards as other Men did; yet the Truth and 
Mamer of this Reſurrection, was never Evident to all 


2 Obſerving Perſons, and put beyond Doubt to Al, till, 


x our Saviour's Riſing from the Dead of. himſelf, it Ap- 


> pear'd, that 4s the Father had Life in Himſelf, ſo He Joh. v.26 


bad given to the Son, as He was Man, 4 have Life in 
8 Himſelf. 


Now. 
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Joh. v. 21. 


Y, 28. 29» And again, 


V. 27. 


Now hence it comes to paſs, that, As the Father 
raiſeth up the Dead and Quickeneth them, even ſo the 
Son Quickeneth whom He will. And hence He had Au- 
thority to Declare as He did.—— The Hour is coming 
and Now is, when the Dead ſhall hear the Voice of the 
Son of God, and They that Hear ſhall Live, Which Ex- 
preſſion has Another more myſterious Meaning too z 
The Hour is Coming in which all who 


are in the Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and ſhall come 
forth, They who have done Good to the Reſurrection of © 
Life, and they who have done Evil to the Reſurrefion © 
of Damnation—— All Men then, Thoſe who are Dam- 
ned, as well as thoſe who are Nd for Ever, owe their 
Reſurrection out of their Graves, and the Re- union of 
their Souls and Bodies to the Voice and Power of the 
Son of God; And to Him, with this Power of Raiſing 
and preſenting them before their great Tribunal, He has 
given Authority to execute Judgment alſo becauſe He is | 
the Son of Man, | 
Now this Power of Raiſing and Judging, and con- 
ſequently, of Rewarding and Puniſhing thoſe who Ap- 
pear before his Judgment-Seat, is' the fole Comfort 
and Support of poor repenting Sinners who Believe 
in Chriſt, They know that when the dreadful Trum- 
pet Sounds, and the Sleeping Dead awake at the aus- 
ſul Voice of the Son of God, they have Reaſon to 
lift up their Heads with Joy, as knowing that the 
Day of their Redemption then draws nigh. And 
what can give them greater Satisfaction of their Judge's 
gracious Deſigns toward them, than that Aſſurance 


Joh. v. 24- which He has given them? PYerily, Verily, I ſay unto Jou, 


Hle who Heareth my Word, and Believeth on Him who 
ſent Me, hath Everlaſting Life, and ſhall not come into 
Condemnation, but is paſſed from Death to Liſe —— 

| Glory 
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Glory and Happineſs with Chriſt is juſtly call'd Life 
in oppoſition to that Second Death, of which I gave 
You an Account before. It has been long obſerv'd, 
that it ſcarce deſerves the Name of Life, to linger out 
” our tedious Years in continual Pains, and Sorrows, and 
* Weakneſles ; but to Live indeed is to be Strong, and 
Vigorous, and Healthy, both in Body and Mind; and 
it's the Expectation of ſuch a Life, which makes a Man 
go on uldaunted through all the Sufferings incident 
to Mortality, and a Promiſe they have to that pur- 

poſe to build their Hopes upon, viz. that God ſhall wipe Rev. xc. 
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'Z away all Tears from their Eye, and there ſhall be no more 
p Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying; neither ſhall there 
f be any more Pain, This Happy Life, this Glorious 
 & Reſt, our Dear Redeemer has purchas'd for us, at the 
7 higheſt Rate; In all the Afflictions of his People He's 
" Afflicted with them, but as He, having endured” the 
4 Croſs and deſpis'd the Shame, is now ſet down at the 


Right Hand of the Throne of God, fo He'll Exalt all 

thoſe who Suffer for his Name fake, nay all thoſe who 

= run with Patience that Race which is ſet — them, be 

it more Eaſy or more Difficult, to the ſame Place 

that where He is, we may be alſo. This Chrift 

is He who dwells in the Hearts of all thoſe who Love 

him, by Faith; He, by his Spirit, Quickens, Enligh- 

tens, Saves Us, and previouſly to that Salvation, is, | 
while we live here in his Service — Chriſt in us the col. i. 27. 
3 tope of Glory. | 
4. If it were not for the Support of this Hope, ſound 

> Chriſtians would be of all Men the moſt miſerable; We 

call thoſe Miſerable, who loſe that Good which the 
might have enjoy'd, and ſuffer thoſe Calamities whic 
they might have avoided; and whatever the Nature of 
Kea Good is, Men eſteem that only Good which 5 
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the great End of their own Deſires. Thoſe who may par- 
ticipate of all Worldly Pleaſures freely; Who may, by vir- 
tue of their large Worldly Circumſtances, indulge them- 
ſelves in every thing which pleaſes the Eye, or aſfects the 
generality of Mankind, and yet pals all theſe by; Such are 
Enemies to their own Eaſe and Selt-Enjoyment ; Thoſe 
who are Priſoners when they might be free : Poor when 
they might be Rich; Exiles when they might live in 
their own Countries; the Oil-ſcouring, when they 
might be the Favourites of Mankind, and who Die 
even by exquiſite Torments, when they might live qui- 
etly and without any Outward Trcuble and Vexa- 
tion, Sc. ſuch Perſons fall under thoſe Troubles which 
they might have eſcaped; And Men who terminate 
their Deſires here below, reckon thoſe who are in 
ſuch Circumſtances, the molt miſerable Creatures in 
the World: And if there were no Reſurrection,” nd 
Future Rewards for tlie Righteous, their. Eſtimate of 
things would be juſt, and, by Conſequence, Thoſe who, 
under the Notion of being the Servants of Chriſt, Abridge 
themſelves of Worldly Comforts, or pull down Worldly 3 
.Evils upon their own Heads, if their Hope in Chriſt 
were only in this World, or if, while Here, they de- 
pended on Him only for Worldly Bleſſings, they. would 
be indeed the moſt miſerable of all Men. And this 
will appear very plainly if we conſider only ſome Par- 
ticulars of the Chriſtian's Life. 5 7. 
1. The Sincere Chriſtian has the hardeſt Work Incum+ | 
bent upon Him of all others; He lives a Military Life un- 
der the ſevereſt Rules; for, though preſs d with the great 
eſt Difficulties, and fatigued with the moſt Unceaſing 
Toils, He muſt be always upon his Guard Himſelt, 
ſor None, upon Earth, can relieve Him, or put them- 
ſelves in his Place. His Own frail Fleſh is res '_ 
an 
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r- and Rebellious, oft ready to hurry him headlong upon 
| Sin, oft, like a ſubtle Traitour, ready to Lull him aſleep 
in the midſt of Dangers. He has the World's Tem- 
7 prations, too Natural and too agreeable to the Cor- 
rupt Inclinations of Humane Nature to Oppoſe and 
Conquer, and He has that equally Angry and Yigilant 
Enemy of Souls to reſiſt. | | 

When I have ſometimes Reflected upon theſe things, 
and Conſider'd what rough Service a Chriſtian is to 
go through, and how little fit One, who is altoge- 
ther compaſsd himſelf with Infirmities, is to go through 
with it; it has made me think, that, certainly thoſe 
who underſtand St. Paul, as not ſpeaking of himſelf a 
= Regenerate Man, but ſome poor Unregenerate Wretch, 
One meerly in the State of Nature, in the latter part 
of the 7th to the Romans, cannot know rightly What 
it is to be a Chriſtian. The truly Regenerate Man is, 


and of the Frequency of his Errours; He Obferves 
3 careſully the Motions of /e Spirit, and the Counter= 
8 Struglings of the Fleſh; He feels the Law in his Mem- 
bers rebelling againſt the Law of his Mind; he finds its 
Activity and Strength ; How, upon the leaſt fir of 
Negligence and Drow ſineſs, it leads him Captive to the 
Laws of Sin and Death: He finds how Eaſy it is to 
'- > Wiſh to be Happy, to Will that which is Good, while 

1 He's under the Conduct of God's good Spirit; But 

; 


* how hard, how very hard it is to do that Good which 
He world, while He's incumbred with a Body not yet 

* Sublim'd or Purify'd, as it ſhall be at the Reſurre ion. 

gp And the Beſt, the Holyeſt Chriſtians whom I have 
ever been ſo happy as to Converſe with, have always 
been making St. Pauls Complaint for themſelves, and 
s have {frequently broke out into his Words upon the 
W © | C 3 ſame 


above all others, ſenſible of the Infirmity of his Fleſh, 
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1 Cor. vii, Among Chriſtians 
25, 3e. FHehave themſelves as thoſe who have None; Thoſe who 


ſame Grounds O Wretched Creatures that We are ! 

Who ſhall deliver us from the Body of this Death > And 

I take the Experience of One Humble Underſtanding 

Chriſtian to be a Better Commentary on St. Paul's Words 

in that Chapter, than all the trifling Sophiſtry of So- 

cinus, Grotius, Epiſcopius, Curcellæus and their Followers 
laid together, | 

Conſider now what the Chriſtian is to Do: He muſt 

give all Diligence to add to his Paith, Virtue; to Vir- 

rue, — e; to Knowledge, Temperance; to Tempe- 

rance, Patience; to Patience, Godlineſs; to Godlineſs, 

Brotherly Kindneſs; and to Brotherly Kindneſs, Charity. 

Conſider what He muſt A4tualy Suffer, or be always 

2 Cor. vi. ready to Suffer; He muſt be eminent in Patience, in 

+5. Afiittions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, in Im- 

priſonments, in Tumults, in Labours, in Watchings, in 

Faſdings. Conſider the Wiſe Good Man's Senſe of the 

Incidents of Life, and the Weakneſs of Fleth and Blood; 

And be ſure, that all thele Conſiderations together, will 

make the oldeſt and the Htrongeſt Chriſtian living, long 

to be diſſolud and to be with Chriſt, in that Seat of 

Peace and Bliſs, where, the deſperate Fight being 

Over, He may live in Eternal Triumphs with Him 

who Lov'd him. | | 

2. The Chriſtian thus terribly beſet, when One 

would think He ſhould have moſt of theſe Worldly Com- 

forts and uninterrupted Pleaſures allow'd him, is yet 

obliged, beyond all other Men to Dexy himſelf — 

Mat. zxvi. He who will be my Diſciple, ſays our Saviour, muſt 

1 deny Himſelf, and take up his Croſs, and follow Me. 

Thoſe who have Wives, ought to 


Weep ſhould be as though they wept not, and thoſe who 
Rejoice as though they Rejotced not, and they who Buy 
as 
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as though they poſſeſs d not ; i. e. They muſt keep 


I their Minds free and diſengaged from every thing 
here below, Look upon themlelves only as Pilgrims 
= and Strangers upon Earth, and be ready to part with 


every thing here when it ſtands in Compoſition with 
their Love to Chriſt, and when it may any way be pre- 


judicial to the State of their Souls. 


Thus the Wealthy Chriſtian muſt not Indulge himſelf 
in Pride, Inſolence, Etteminacy, Careleſneſs, Luxury, Glut- 
tony, Drunkenneſs, Covetouſneſs, Prodigality, &c. but 
muſt above others be exemplary in his Sobriety, Meek- 
neſs, Humility, Bounty, Abſtinence and Moderation in 
the Uſe of all God's Creatures. He who is of a firm and 
ſtrong Conſtitution, muſt not be injurious to Others, Ra- 
pacious, Quarrelſom, Rebellious, Obſtinate: not mighty 
in Luſt, mighty to pour down Wine and Strong-Drink, 
or to Oppreſs or Tyrannize over Others, though Bodily 
Strength be a mighty Incentive to ſuch Crimes ; But 
He muſt be Compaſſionate, ready rather to Receive than 
Do wrong; He muſt be Submiſſive, Flexible, Chaſt, 
Temperate and ready to Aſſiſt and Reſcue thoſe who 
Sutter by the Hands of ſuch as are too ſtrong for them. 
Thoſe who are great in Power and Authority, to whom 
Multitudes Bow themſelves down, where they have Pow- 


er to Revenge themſelves on all their Adverſaries, muſt 
Deny themſelves that Satisfaction, and be always ready 
= to forgive the moſt provoking and irreclaimable of their 
Enemies, as God, for Chriſt's ſake, is always ready to 
forgive them. And though in the time of the Churches 


general Calamity, a private Chriſtian might revel and 
enjoy himſelf at large without Diſturbance, or might 
ſecure his Life from Danger in a Stormy Seaſon, by 
Thouſand little Artificial Compliances, He muſt Mourn 
with thoſe who Mourn, and not love his Life even to 2 

Death, 
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Death, when the Glory of his Saviour is concern'd in 
his Sufferings. But all this would be meer Frenzy, it a 
Better Reſurrection were not to be obtain'd at laſt; Let us 
Eat and Drin for to Morrow we Die, would, in ſuch a 
Caſe, be the beſt and moſt rational Divinity a Man could 

Preach: and Moſes would appear as a very weak Man in 
the World's Eye, who choſe rather to ſuffer Allict ion with i 

he People of God, than to enjoy all the Treaſures of Egypt. * 

4 The Chriſtzan had need to have certain Hopes fa 
Happy and Glorious Reſurrection, becauſe, by his very Pro- 
7575 jon, He creates himſelf fo many Enemies among Mey. 
John xv.” Thus our Saviour forewarns his Follow ers; If ye were of Þ 
199 "the World, the World would Love his Own ;, Bat becauſe Te 
are not of the World, but T have choſen Jou out of the World, 
therefore the World hateth Jou. — lt is not a Chriſtiaw's 4 
Innocence which can ſecure him in this Caſe; Our Saviour 
was perfectly Innocent; Fe did no Sin, neither was Guilt 
fold in his Mouth + Yet all the World almoſt was in a 4 
Rage again him; and it muſt needs have been ſo, un'es 0 
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all the World had been Converts to the Goſpel, or Origt- 
nally Innocent. A Chriſtian's Innocence 1s very defective, 
yer; defective as it is, it reproves the Profligate Part of 
of the World, and a Man exttcamly Detorm'd, will. be 
ready to break that Glaſs to pieces, which He never can 
caſt his Eye on but He beholds a Monſter. = 
Let us obſerve Men openly Wicked, or thoſe Who are 
* Hypocrites, both of them are, Naturally, E- 
es td the Sincere and UPrichts Hearted Chriſtian ; for 1 
no Man can obſerve the Difference betu e-n the true Chri- | 
ſtian and the vicious Man of Mode, bnt Re muſt Con- 
demn that mitferable Worldling, whofe Practices and Prin- 
oiples are neither Regular in themfelves, nor have any 1 
Tendeney to the Good of Others. But the Worldling ds ! 
anden of his Glory for whole ſake He's Condemn'd, and 
will 
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1 will endeavour to thruſt Him out of the World who will 
not let Wiekedneſs be upperinvit i it. The #ypocrite 


hates the Man of Sincerity, and when He fauns on him 


the moſt outwardly, Curſes- him in his Heart. NOwẽõH⁰I- 
pocrites and Debauthees in a- great meaſure divide the 
World between them, and the Sheep of Chriſt are a Lii- 
tie Liitle Flock: of that it's no Wonder ſuch ravening 
Wolves ſhould be always ready to tear them in pieces. 
Hence role: all thoſe Soody Perſecutious which made 
ſuch Deſtruction of the Church of God. The Cove tous 
Wretch found himſelf expos'd' by the good Chriſtian's 
= Liberality; the Slanderen aud Liar by his Veracity and 
E Tenderneis of the Reputation of others,” the Lyfſul:Braure 
by his Chaſtity; the Thief by his Zonefty and Fidelity; 
the Murderer, the Rebel, the Malicious Man by his Cha- 


Z rity, and Peaceable, and Humble Temper; The Contemner 


of God's Ordinnaces and Service, by his Conſt ant Piety uud 
Devotion; the Profand' Swearer, t he loole Blaſphemer and 
Pexjur d Wretch, by hi Lave of Truth and Careful Per- 
formance of all his Engagements; the Idolater, by the 
Truth and Spirituality of his Worſhip; and the Polytheiſt, 
by his ftri&* Adherence to the Ove true God, All who 
come under theſe Heads are Enemies ſo inveterate againſt 
the true Chriſtian, that they muſt needs render tlie pre- 
ſent World as uneaſy to them, as the Bondage of Egypt 
wasto the Mourning Iſraelites - But a better Reſurrettion 
will make amends for all theſe things, and of this glorious 
Reſurrection, We, who are liable to Mortality here, have 
a juſt and certain Hope, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
This Hope is what bears up our ot herwiſe-fainting 
Spirits, and makes us all paſs with Courage through 
the Miſeries of this wieked World, and this was that 
which was an Anchor ſure and ſteadfaſt to the Soul of 
our Dear Departed Brother, whoſe Funeral We now = 
tend 5: 
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ttWdtend; by this He rode faſt among the Furies of a Stormy 

World, till He found Opportunity at liſt, with a favour- 

* able Gale, to make his Port, and Enter ſaſely into the 
long d- for Haven of Eternal Reſt. 

Dr. S. Symſon, the late Reverend and Worthy Paſtor of 
this Pariſh, being calld from hence by his Maſter, to 
receive the Reward of his Paſs d Labours, has given the 
Mournſul Occaſion of our Solemn Meeting at this time, 
and in this Sacred Place; A Perſon, who, if ever any had 

_ 8Corwi8. the Apoſtles Lot, had it to the full, — Having paſs'd through 
Honour and Diſhonour, through good Report and bad Report, 
He has been Honour d as they were, by Men who were 
themſelves of the Zeſt Principles and the cleareſt Reputa- 
tion ; and has had a Good Report in general from ſuch as 
knew Him intimately, and the Credit of whoſe good 
Opinion will make his Memory valuable to Poſterity; 
To which too, that | may do right, I ſhall (peak ſome- 
thing of what J had my {ſelf from Him, and then wipe 
off that Dirt which others, for no good End, would 
f throw upon Him. | 
His Education, when He began tobe of a ripe Underſtand- 
ing, fell into thoſe Times when Sound Religion and Good 
| Government were perſecuted to Death in theſe Nations; 
| When the true Church-of Chriſt, with the Defender of 
3 that Faith profeſs d in it, were both SuTering upon the 
. ſame Scaffold. His Father, A Man of ſhrew'd Politicks 
; and a deep Fore-ſight, though himſelf a Malecontent with 
[ both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Government; yet eaſily ob- 
4 ſerving the Impoſſibility of a good Settlement of Matters 
* in theſe Nations, unleſs all things return d to their old 
; Center; took Care to inſti] ſuch Principles into hzs Son, 
[ and to let him fo far into the Secret of the Times, that 
= whenever a Reſtauration of our Peace ſhould be, by put- 
ting Things upon the former Bottom, he might fall in 
with 
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with the Settlement, and do his Part to the Repairing 
of our Breaches; This was a Method follow'd by ſe- 
veral other prudent and Moderate Non. Cunformiſts, who 
were willing thole Wounds ſhould have been Heal'd; 
which they had unhappily made; and had the reſt fol. 
low'd their good Examples, Our Feruſalem had, ere this, 
J. been made the Joy of the whole Earth. 

Our Deceas'd Brother had, by his Father's Care and his 
Z Own lInclination, what Advantages were to be gain'd by 
Foreign Education, as well as that at Home, and had 
learnt Submiſſion and Obedience to his Superiours, in all 
things. Lawful and Honeſt, the more pertetly by what 
He had Obſervd; He had Improv'd Himlelf in good 
Learning, He had laid before Himſelf a good Scheme of 
Theological Principles; was acquainted very well with | 
Men and Things, and, as an Evidence of his Improve- 
ment, He has been the Laborious, Faithful, and Ortho- 
dox Inſtruftor of thoſe under his Charge in this Place, 
for more than Forty Tears together. His Manner of 
Inſtruction by his Father I had from his own Mouth; his 
Perſonal Qualifications 1 often have, and Others, who 
way Impartial and Unprejudiced, eaſily might obſerve 
in him. 

If the Ambaſſadors of Heaven ſhould pals without A- 
buſes and Reproaches they would be too Happy, and 
the Kingdom of Darkneſs would be too much Re- 
trench'd. But —— If Men have call'd the Maſter of the Mat.x. 25. 
Houſe, Beelzebub, How much more ſhall they call them of 
bis Houſhold > Our Deceaſed Brother knew his Lot, 
and never Hoped that the Diſciple ſhould be above his 
Maſter, whom He knew to have been made pertect by 
Sufferings. What I have heard that he has been char- 
ged with, was— 
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1. That He was too rigid a Conſormiſt, a great Per- 
ſector of Diſſenters, or one of thoſe whom now a-days 
they Modiſhly call 4 Zigh-Flyer. Now, by a Rigid 
Conformiſt or High- Flyer, | always underſtand a dom 


right Honeſt Man, or One who, having upon ſound Prin- 


ciples, Conform'd to the Liturgy, Diſcipline, and Govern- 
ment of the Eſftabliſhd Church of England, will neither 


be Decoyd nor Hector d out of his Duty, nor make a 


Friend, nor avoid an . Enemy by wounding his own Con- 
ſcience : This is the Character of One whom the Fa- 
ious Schiſmaticks of this Age mean by a High-Flyer ; 
(for, as for Men of profligate Lives and Scandalous Mo- 
rals, how high ſoever they may talk, Our Holy Mo- 
ther, the Church of England, knows them not,) and 
if this muſt be his Charge, I'm ſure that both the Re- 
verend Perſon Deceas d, and every Paithful Miniſter of the 


* xxxi Church of ns will with Fob, Take it upon his Shoul- 
391j ] 


der, and bind it as a Crown to Him; ſuch an Accuſation is 
our Honour, and the more we had who would Deſerve 
it, the more invidious our Happineſs would be. T have 
had frequent Opportunities to Obſerve, That thoſe who 
are diſaffected to the Church, will fix all the ſcandalous 
Characters they can upon a ſteady Conformiſt, in publick, 
yet own a great veneration for Him in Private, and where 
they can truſt their Company ; while they publickly Cry 
ap and Applaud the Half Conformiſt, the Moderate Man, 
as they call Him, when privately they deſpiſe and ſcorn 
him as a Knave, a Man of no Principles, and One who 
deſerves to be truſted by no Body. Intereſt Dictates the 
firſt Part of the Character, Conſcience the Laſt; And 
a Wiſe Man can never long doubt which to Chuſe. 

By Perſecuting Diſſenters, is meant, his endeavouring 
to bring them to Submiſſion to the Church in a Legal 
Way. And this could never be wonder'd at from him 

wh 
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who had ſeen with his own Eyes, what Havock thoſe 
Pretenders to tender Conſcience had made both in Church 
and State. He was not to be imposd upon by the 
Effrontery of Modern Scriblers: He knew the leading 
Men in our ſad Confuſions, and He knew their Com- 
munication. His Father had often inform'd him of that 
deep Hypocriſy, which, in thoſe Days, walk'd about 
under the Diſguiſe of Holineſs and Reformation, and 
that his Certainty of it, made him and Four more, 
Countermine with all their Power, the Deſigns of the 
famous Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, and happily blow up 
all their Hopes of ſettling Presbyterian Government in 
this Nation. If, upon this certain Knowledge, He us d 
all Lawſul Means to Reduce them, He did not go far- 
ther than the Aſſembly did with the Five Brethren, 
and the Burnt Child is too ſtupid who does not dread 
the Fire. Yet, on my own Knowledge, He was far 
from being an Enemy to the truly Peaceable Diſſenter, 
nor did He go about to oblige them to Buy their Quiet 
at the Price of any wicked or unlawful Action. 

2. He has been Charged as Litigious, or One apt to 


Quarrel with his People, i. e. Thoſe who begin a Quarrel 


themſelves, are very apt to Cry out firlt. If a Man 
of no Religion nor Conſcience attempts an Encroachment 
either upon the Church or the Incumbent, and the Cu- 
rate, in a Legal Way, either vindicates Himſelf, or the 
Church, He's a Litigious Man preſently ; muſt be 
Blacken d, with all the Characters which Malice or 
Revenge can fix upon Him; He ſhall be treated with 
all the Billinſgate Language which a Dung-hill Extract, 
and ſuitable Breeding can furniſh Ill Men with, though 
his Birth, his Education, his Calling, his Quality, nay 
and his Fortunes, are ſuperior to theirs who treat 


him fo, and the very Place where He's ſo Uſed, be Sa- 
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cred to God's Honour and to the Service of his Maſter, 
the Prince of Peace. | 

Whether this has been the Caſe of our Reverend Bro- 
ther Deceasd or not, I leave to every Man's own Conſci- 
ence, and [ leave them to Determine with themſelves, whe» 
ther it be agreeable to Chriſtianity, after ſo many Years 


Faithful and Induſtrious Labours in his Vineyard, to uſe 


Meſſenger of Chriſt in ſuch a Manner > Whether this 
be that Honour which is due to them for their Work's 
Jake? Or whether it be not the Employment of the 
Prince of Darkneſs, to endeavour to Work up Infirm 
Humane Nature to ſhew it ſelf, and then cruelly to ac- 
cuſe the Perſon who might ſometimes be too weak for 
a Temptation. OE 
I know there are ſome Men of ſo Antichriſtian a Tem- 
per, that they know not how 10 Sleep anleſs they can do 
Miſchief; they are Common Incendiaries, and when Good 
Men ſpeak to them of Peace, they preſently make themſelves 
ready to Battel; But they never think themſelves hap- 
pier than when they can abuſe the Church, Expoſe Re- 
ligion, and affront a Lawful Miniſter of the Goſpel: But 
every good Chriſtian will beware of ſuch ill-temper'd 
Men. When the Miniſters of the Goſpel are deſpis d, 
the Goſpel it ſelf, nay and the great Author of it are 
not much, if at all Eſteemd. And how can any one 
Imagine that an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, continually ruf- 
fled with Abuſes and unworthy Treatment, can fol- 
low his Studies with Comfort, or do the Duty of a Pa- 

or with Satisfaction. | 
I have often heard that Worthy Man Deceas'd Lament- 
ing his own Condition upon this Account, That He 
has been forced to take up the Arms of Law againſt 
thoſe who were more the Churches Enemies than his 
Own, and Commend the Temper of ſome * as 
| vour- 
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favouring more of Chriſtianity than that of ſome who 
were willing to be thought Church. Men. Yet among all 
his Complaints, He would — the Friendſhip 
and Chriſtian Conduct of many of his Neighbours, 
but never lay that Load, which perhaps he juſtly might 
have done, upon his Enemies. If Paſſion ſhew'd him 


$ a Man, and forced him at any time to ſpeak Unad- 


viſedly with his Lips, He never thought Himſelt too 
Good to ask Pardon where he might have Offended ; 
And though Ill Uſage, and Old Age, and Encreaſing 
Diſtempers, could not but embitter his Native Tem- 
per, and render it more peeviſh and Impatient, than 
otherwiſe it would have been, yet he'd often beg of 
God to pardon both himſelf and thoſe who gave him 
the greateſt Diſturbance. Nor could any thing He 
met with put him by thoſe Charitable Deſigns He 
had for the future Inſtruction and Edification of his 
Flock. But 

3. He was Charg'd by ſome, who knew him very 
little, or not at all, as Lazy in his Office and Covetous, 
both of them, unqueſtionably, very great Crimes in a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. As for Lazineſs, He has left 
ſo much behind him that might abundantly acquit him 
of that Scandal, and prove him too a voluminous 
Preacher, as well as his Predeceſſour, had not his own 
Modeſty forbidden that his Labours ſhould any way 
become publick. And for Covetoaſneſs, None ever en- 
tertaind his Friends with a more decent Freedom, or 
2 Liberal and Hearty Welcome; I never found him of 
a cloſe, hard, or grudging Temper, though the Uſage 
ud met with from Some, obliged him to Good Hus- 

ry. 
But He has for ever ſtopp'd the Mouth of Calumny 


in this Reſpect, by that Noble Donation He has made —— 
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this Pariſh in his Generous Endowment of the Rectory. 
He had often expreſs d his Trouble for the Dependent 
State of too many of the Clergy, He had ſeen how 
it had forced too many rather to Preach what might 
Pleaſe than what might Profit, and that, in the Begin- 
ning of the Great Rebellion, that very Dependence had 
made Lecturers the Common Boutefeus of this King- 
dom; And could not but Conſider, That if Ill Men 
could give him ſo much Uneaſineſs, who had ſo much 
to ſtrengthen him beſides his Income as Rector here, 
they'd wholly trample upon Azother who had nothing 
but the mean Endowment of ſo ſmal a Benefice to ſup- 
port Him. | 

Theſe Conſiderations and his Sincere Love to Religion, 
to the Church of England as by Law Eſtabliſh'd, and to 
his Dear Flock, how little ſoever ſome of them might 
Eſteem of Him, made him Settle, in his /aſf Wil and 
Teſtament, Eighty Pounds per Annum, as an Augmenta- 
tion to the Benefice, and a happy Support and Entou- 
ragement to thoſe who ſhall, hereafter, be entruſted in 
this Place with the Care of Souls. A Gift fo Free and 
Generous, ſo juſt an Acknowledgement of God's Good- 
neſs, who had bleſſed him, in ſpite of all the Croſſes 
He met with here below, with ſo fair a Portion, that 
I doubt not but that this Offering to God will bring down 
a Bleſſing upon whatever beſide he has bequeath'd to 
his Relations. 

Nor did He altogether forget the Poor, though the 


Obſervation He had made of ſome Unjuſtifiable Prattices, 


with Relation to Moneys Charitably Given or Collected 
tor them, made him the more ſparing in his Giſt; and 
indeed the Abuſe of ſuch Charity is generally ſo noto- 
rious, and the Poor ſo little the Better for the Bounty 


of their Benefattors, that it has been a mighty Diſcou- 


ragement 
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ragement to thoſe who elſe had alotted large Portions for 


their Subſiſtence; yet has He bequeath'd Fifty Shillings 


per Annim for ever, to be given them in Bread, enough 
to encourage Others to follow his Example, and to per- 
ſuade thoſe entruſted with ſuch Legacies, to be always 


Good Husbands for the Poor. 


Here then He has ſhew'd his Love both to the Bodies 
and Souls of his Pariſhioners, and when they ſee a Faiths 
ful Shepherd ſtanding up in their late Worthy Paſtor's 
Room, of which He thought he had taken a fitting 
Care; when they hear him Preaching the Word in Sea- 
ſen and out of Seaſon; when they ſee him Couragious and 
Cheerful in his great Maſter's Work, and above the 
Smiles or Frowns of Men, let them Bleſs his Memory 
who his made ſo worthy a Proviſion for their Teacher, and 
has ſet him above Contempt and Want ; that He may 
Study, Preach, Pray, and Practiſe all Paſtoral Duties 
among — * Comfort and Security. | 

The Love of God, of bis Church, his Houſe, his Ser- 
vants conſtrain d our Worthy Deceas d Brother to do theſe 
things, and by things, He being Dead yet Speaketh. He 
teaches Us all, as He did, to fix our Hopes in Chriſt, 


with reſpect to a glorious Reſurrection: While He had 


that in his Eye, He could Reſign his Soul to his Maker 
with Pleaſure in the midſt of Pain, and having made 
his Peace with God, and being in the Peace of the 
Church, ſpent his /aſt Hours in her Prayers, and his /aff 
Moments in a ſure and certain Hope of the Reſurrection 
to Eternal Life and Happineſs. 1 | 

May We all, when our great Maſter Summons Us 
to appear before him, be found ſo doing; May the Pro- 
ſpect of Heavenly Joys make us ſit loole to every thing 
here below, not to Love the Vanities, nor to fear the 


Terrours of this World, but in Patience to poſſeſs _ 
| Souls; 


— 


_ 


=g0 The Hope of a Future Life, &c. 
_—_— Souls; To which End let us All meekly beſeech our 
Heavenly Father, to Raiſe Us from the Death of Sin 
uunto the Life of Righteouſneſs by his All- powerſul Grace, 
that when We ſhall depart this Life, We may reſt in 
him as our Hope is this our Brother doth; and that at 
the general Reſurrection We may be found Acceptable in 
his Sight, and receive that Bleſſing which He ſhall then 
pronounce to all who love and fear him, ſaying —— Come 
Te Bleſſed of my Father ! receive the Kingdom prepar 
for Tou from the Beginning of the World. | 


Grant this we beſeech thee O Merciful Fathor, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Mediator and Redeemer, 
Amen] Amen! | 
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